Debate Topics for Persuasive Writing Speech

____________________Do physicians have the right to terminate life? When? Why?

____________________Is television,  a major contributor to the continued erosion of our moral fiber?  Or is television one of the greatest tools ever invented? One with the inherent capacity to educate tens of thousands of individuals at the same time? 
____________________Should the internet be subject to censorship? Should we censor extremist websites?
____________________Should the government provide financial assistance to families for treatment of the terminally ill?

____________________Does an employee have the right to know if any of his/her co-workers have AIDS?  IS the employer

    entitled to this right as well?

____________________Do letter grades accurately reflect the knowledge and ability of students? Are grades important? Discuss whether grades are necessary in order to keep students on track with learning.
____________________Are SAT and ACT tests good indicators of college preparedness?

____________________Can a girl be strong and still perceived as ‘feminine’?

____________________Do violent video games encourage our young people to become more violent? Or are video games a natural release of the inherent capacity of violence in man? Are there levels of acceptable violence, and if so, what are those levels?
____________________Should fruits and vegetables be genetically engineered?
____________________With the technology we possess today, is it necessary to continue killing animals for food and clothing? Is it unethical to eat meat or use them for clothing?
____________________Should the number of immigrants to our country be limited?

____________________To eliminate efforts, should computers replace humans in the workforce? Are we too dependent on computers?
____________________Is the welfare system an effective means of helping low-income families get “back on their feet”?

____________________Should students be required to attend school year-round?

____________________One side of the fence sits a group who believes that standardized tests don’t actually test how smart children really are. On the other side we have proponents that argue, if not standardized tests, then what? How will we assess how well children are doing in school?
____________________Is racing dogs, horses, and other animals an example of animal cruelty?

____________________Should there be a time limit for sustaining life via a life-support system?

____________________If life today really more complex than it was for our parents’ generation?

____________________Do magazines marketed for teenagers send the wrong message? Using at least three specific magazines for support, argue for or against the moral and ethical messages that dominate magazines directed for the teen demographic.
____________________Are violent criminal acts the result of “nature” or “nurture”?

____________________Are age laws for voting, driving, gambling, and drinking necessary?

____________________Do insecticides or fertilizers do more harm than good?

____________________It is acceptable for prisoners to enjoy leisure activities (i.e., TV, video games, and internet)?

____________________Should employers be allowed to place hidden cameras throughout the work place?

____________________Should public schools provide more classes and internship programs for students who choose not to go to college?
____________________Should citizens be permitted to carry concealed weapons?

____________________Should every household be required to recycle?
____________________Should beauty pageants for little girls be abolished? Are beauty pageants just a way of objectifying girls?
____________________Should English be the official language of the United States?

____________________Should computers be the primary learning tool in schools?

____________________Would legalizing drugs eliminate the drug problem in the U.S.?

____________________ Would single-sex public schools be more effective than co-ed?
____________________ Parents should be punished for their children’s' mistakes.
____________________ Should homework be banned? Should it have specific guidelines?
____________________ Do celebrities and sports figures make poor role models? Why or why not?

____________________ Is it ethical for companies to market to children (clothes, food, toys, vacations)?
____________________ Should plastic bags be banned? Why or why not?

____________________ Do school uniforms help improve the learning environment? Why or why not?

____________________ How far is competition necessary in the learning process?

____________________ Are wind turbines and effective form of energy?

____________________ Is student debt hurting the economy?

____________________ Would raising the minimum wage hurt the poor? Small businesses? Big business? Consumers?

____________________ Were President Abraham Lincoln, President Andrew Johnson, and Mark Twain wrong about the wealthy and corporations destroying America?
